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stantinople. The librarian is the learned and courteous
Archdeacon Cleophas Kiklides,
The reception of pilgrims is one of the chief functions of
the establishment, and of its ten sub-convents elsewhere in
the city. The pilgrims take their first meal in one of the
three synod chambers (now no longer used for the original
purpose) containing a long stone table and stone seats.
Russian pilgrims are mainly cared for in the Russian build-
ings^ north of the town walls, under the auspices of the
Imperial Society of Palestine.1
While the patriarchate of Jerusalem is thus honey-
combed with Greek monastic establishments, all under the
control of the Brotherhood of the Holy Sepulchre, among
the Greeks of the patriarchate of Antioch, the monastic
profession is followed to-day by scarcely sixty individuals,
scattered among the following uncoordinated monasteries:
Bellament (Belmont, near Tripoli); Mar Elyas' Shweiy'ya
(Saint Elijah, near Bekfay'ya in the Lebanon); Mar Jir'jius
(Saint George, between 'Akkar7 and Hums); and in five or
six smaller establishments in the Lebanon, as well as in the
Convent of Sedanay'ya, where there are some twenty-five
nuns. The bold, rocky site for this convent of Our Lady
is said to have been indicated in a dream by a dove, which
apparently has continued to be the protector of the place.
According to a recent tradition, when in 1860 the building
was packed with Christians escaped from Damascus for
fear of the massacres, the Moslems were kept away by this
dove, which hovered around the massive walls. The nuns
of Sedanayya itinerate among the towns and villages of the
land, collecting oil to be used for the Feast of the Virgin, as
well as for convent use during the rest of the year. At this
feast thousands congregate from all over the country, bring-
ing no food, as this is supplied by the convent. In many
features it differs in nowise from all popular religious fes-
tivals of whatever creed in Syria and Palestine, though the
total abstinence of the Moslems happily rules out at their
1 For other Interesting details in regard to the Greek convent, see
the valuable pamphlet of Archdeacon Bowling, entitled "The Patri-
archate of Jerusalem." (London, 1908.)

